
 

End of Year Message 2025

Greetings to all our stakeholders, partners, and

supporters.

As 2025 comes to a close, I extend sincere

appreciation to our partners,   staff, beneficiaries

and all who walk this journey with us. Your trust in

the African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF)

continues to drive our work and progress.

In a time marked by uncertainty and complex global

changes, our work remains rooted in the belief that

Africa's transformation relies on strong institutions

and capable, empowered people. That conviction

continues to guide every action, partnership, and

program we undertake. This year, ACBF reinforced

its focus on Africa-led solutions through capacity-

building in public financial management, intra-

African trade, climate resilience, agribusiness, and

governance. We supported 10 civil society

organizations, trained more than 2,600 officials

across ministries, departments, agencies, NGOs,

and the private sector, and equipped 50 small and

medium-sized enterprises with skills and tools to

access cross-border trade.

Together, we convened thousands of stakeholders, supported critical reforms, and contributed to the

implementation of the African Union’s Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable Development Goals. We stood with
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member states and regional bodies to strengthen their voices, influence, and resilience, because capacity is

the engine of sovereignty and progress.

In April, we hosted the first International Conference on Taxation of the Digital Economy in Dakar, Senegal,

under the theme Strengthening Capacity for Effective Digital Taxation in Africa. The event brought together

560 participants from 26 countries and set a path for harmonizing digital tax policy across the continent.

Several countries are now integrating these lessons into domestic resource mobilization strategies.

Our Ubora Academy expanded significantly this year, reaching over 1,200 participants from 50 countries

through flagship e-learning courses on governance and digital taxation. We launched the Building Excellence

in Taxation and Administration (BETA) Program to build practical skills in budgeting, expenditure tracking,

taxation, and accountability, growing the platform's user base by 80 percent to more than 2,000 learners.

Through targeted training, 87 senior officials from six countries strengthened their leadership and public

finance management capabilities.

During the 11th Africa Think Tank Summit, held in October in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, we launched the Africa

Think Tank Platform Project in partnership with the African Union Commission, funded by the World Bank

Group. The US$50 million initiative supports research and policy innovation. The summit also saw the launch

of a new book, Creation, Management and Sustainability of Think Tanks in Africa, providing a strategic guide to

strengthening African policy institutions.

Our 2024 Annual Report provides a comprehensive reflection of our efforts to strengthen human and

institutional capacity across the continent. The report highlights ACBF's continued commitment to delivering

meaningful results across four key impact areas, including climate change and energy for productive use;

agribusiness and food sovereignty; trade as an engine of economic development; and economic and social

governance.

In 2026, we will sharpen our focus on domestic resource mobilization, digital transformation, youth

leadership, and inclusive development. With your continued support, ACBF will deepen its impact, expand its

reach, and help shape a future led by African solutions. Let us move into 2026 with renewed unity,

determination, and purpose.

Thank you for your partnership and commitment. To those we serve, thank you for inspiring us every day with

your leadership and resilience. I wish you a restful holiday season and a new year filled with purpose,

renewal, and lasting impact.

Mamadou Biteye

Executive Secretary,

African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF)

Partner Spotlight

IILA: Advancing Legislative Advocacy for Public Health in Kenya



The International Institute for Legislative Affairs (IILA) is a not-for-profit organization based in Kenya that

has been supporting government ministries, parliamentarians, civil society, and other stakeholders in the

development and implementation of pro-people policies and legislation since 2005.

Through its focus on Health Governance, Tax Justice, and Natural Resource Governance, IILA works to

strengthen legislative systems and promote evidence-based policy reform.

As a long-standing partner of ACBF, IILA has significantly expanded its reach and impact across the tobacco

control space. With targeted capacity development support, the organization has trained staff, empowered

youth advocates, and built technical expertise in countering tobacco industry interference.

"Through the support from ACBF, the International Institute for Legislative Affairs (IILA) is implementing

high-impact initiatives to enhance tobacco control coordination, evidence generation, and policy resilience in

Kenya," said Celina Awuor, CEO of IILA.

  "IILA is collaborating with the Ministry of Health Division of Drugs and Substance Abuse (DDSAC) to

strengthen national tobacco control policy programming and implementation, through which an end-term

review of the National Tobacco Control Strategic Plan (NTCSP) 2019–2023 has been conducted. This

process has generated actionable evidence to inform the next planning cycle," she added.

To strengthen tobacco industry monitoring and response efforts, IILA has also enhanced coordination,

evidence generation, and public engagement through the Tobacco Industry Monitoring and Response

(TIMR) advocacy. 

IILA convenes quarterly TIMR meetings, fostering collaboration, data sharing, and timely response to

emerging industry interference. These efforts are improving the coordination and responsiveness of the

TIMR Team, strengthening evidence on digital marketing and policy evasion strategies, and increasing public

and stakeholder engagement in countering tobacco industry interference, thereby reinforcing Kenya's policy

implementation and enforcement capacity.

IILA continues to play a vital role in public health advocacy and legislative accountability in Kenya. Its

grassroots and institutional efforts are helping to foster a more informed, empowered, and health-conscious

society.



For more, visit: www.ilakenya.org

ACBF in Action

11th Africa Think Tank Summit Champions Policy Innovation and Fiscal Sovereignty

Held from 8 to 10 October 2025 in Addis Ababa, the 11th Africa Think Tank Summit brought together leading

minds and institutions to shape Africa’s development trajectory. The event was convened by the African

Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF) in partnership with the African Union Commission (AUC) and the

Government of Ethiopia. 

It was supported by the World Bank and the Hewlett Foundation, with technical collaboration from the African

Leadership Excellence Academy (AFLEX), the Policy Studies Institute (PSI), and the Africa-Europe Foundation.

As the continent’s flagship platform for policy dialogue and knowledge exchange, the Summit built on its

tradition of promoting evidence-informed policymaking and strengthening African institutions. Since its launch

in 2014, ATTS has fostered collaboration among think tanks, governments, and development partners.

The 2025 edition focused on reinforcing fiscal sovereignty, improving domestic resource mobilization, and

advancing transparent and accountable governance. Over three days, participants engaged in 24 sessions that

included high-level plenaries, stakeholder forums, side events, and a dedicated training on public financial

management.

Notable launches included the Book on African Think Tanks, the Africa Export Competitiveness Report 2024,

and a new online course on “Taxing the Digital Economy” offered through ACBF Ubora Academy - For Learning

and Knowledge-Sharing)

By bridging knowledge and action, the Summit reinforced ACBF’s mission to support capable, inclusive, and

sustainable institutions driving Africa’s economic and governance transformation.

https://www.ilakenya.org/
https://uboraacademy.africa/
https://uboraacademy.africa/


Visit the ATTS website for more information: Africa Think Tank Summit 2024 - Shaping Africa's Future

Together

CADAST Empowers Civil Society for AfCFTA Implementation Across 10 Countries

Twenty civil society leaders, including women- and youth-led organizations, completed an intensive training

program under the Capacity Development for Africa’s Structural Transformation (CADAST) initiative.

Organized by the African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF) with support from the African Development

Bank, the workshop was held from October 13 to 17 at the ESAMI-TRAPCA campus in Arusha, Tanzania.

The training combined expert-led technical sessions with site visits and strategy development. It aimed to

equip participants with the tools to drive grassroots implementation of the African Continental Free Trade

Area (AfCFTA). Delivered in partnership with the Trade Policy Training Centre in Africa (TRAPCA), the

workshop offered practical guidance on trade policy, stakeholder engagement, opportunity mapping, and

results-oriented action planning.

Participants from ten countries, Benin, Burundi, Comoros, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ghana, Malawi,

Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Togo, and Zimbabwe, developed national action plans, monitoring frameworks, and

step-down training strategies. Each participant committed to replicating the knowledge within their networks

over the next 60 days, helping extend the program’s impact across communities.

The CADAST initiative continues to position civil society as a key factor in advancing AfCFTA priorities and

ensuring inclusive, locally led economic transformation.

Read more: https://theacbf.org/impact-stories/community-leaders-take-the-lead-in-implementing-africas-free-

trade-agreement/
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ACBF Showcases Impact of Institutional Capacity Building for Tobacco Control at COP11

Held from 8 to 10 October 2025 in Addis Ababa, the 11th Africa Think Tank Summit brought together leading

minds and institutions to shape Africa’s development trajectory. The event was convened by the African

Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF) in partnership with the African Union Commission (AUC) and the

Government of Ethiopia. 



On November 20, ACBF hosted a side event titled “Strengthening institutional capacity for sustainable

tobacco control in Africa” during COP11 in Geneva, Switzerland. The session focused on how targeted

investments have helped civil society organizations and knowledge hubs evolve into more vigorous advocates

for tobacco control across the continent.

Participants shared practical examples of how this support has enhanced internal systems, deepened policy

engagement, and improved program implementation.

Speakers highlighted the role of capable institutions in driving evidence-based advocacy, engaging

policymakers, increasing public awareness, and countering tobacco industry interference. These efforts are

contributing to the stronger implementation of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in several

African countries.

The event featured the following speakers:

Betina Edziwa, Head of Special Programs and Impact at ACBF

Professor O Lekan Ayo-Yusuf, Director of the African Center for Tobacco Industry Monitoring and Policy

Research

Zunda Chisha, PhD, Program Director at the WHO FCTC Knowledge Hub on Tobacco Taxation

Dr Jim Arinaitwe, Director of the Centre for Tobacco Control in Africa, Uganda

Zelalem Mengistu, Program Director at Mathiwos Wondu-Ye Ethiopia Cancer Society

Lacina Tall, Committee / University Club Unesco for the Fight Against Drugs and other pandemics CLUCOD,

Côte d’Ivoire

We have been engaging with governments, partners, and civil society organizations, sharing insights and

contributing to discussions shaping Africa’s tobacco control agenda. 

Click here to watch our latest video featuring testimonials from partners and practitioners advancing tobacco

control efforts across the continent. 

Read more: Strengthening Africa’s Tobacco Control Future Through Capable Institutions - ACBF

CADAST Assessment Workshop in Togo Enhances Trade Monitoring Frameworks

https://theacbf.org/news/strengthening-africas-tobacco-control-future-through-capable-institutions/


As part of its CADAST initiative, the African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF) is supporting countries to

strengthen institutional capacity for intra-African trade. On 20 November 2025, ACBF hosted a national

workshop in Lomé, Togo, to validate the findings of a capacity assessment on monitoring and reporting

mechanisms for the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

As part of its CADAST initiative, the African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF) is supporting countries to

strengthen institutional capacity for intra-African trade. On 20 November 2025, ACBF hosted a national

workshop in Lomé, Togo, to validate the findings of a capacity assessment on monitoring and reporting

mechanisms for the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

The Togo assessment was conducted under a harmonized framework across five countries. It revealed that

while Togo has taken steps, such as developing a national AfCFTA strategy and creating a technical

committee, significant challenges remain. These include weak coordination between structures, limited

resources, and the absence of a structured results measurement framework specific to AfCFTA.

The one-day workshop brought together 30 representatives from government, private sector, academia, and

development partners. Participants reviewed the draft report, aligned on key recommendations, and charted a

roadmap to strengthen data systems, accountability structures, and institutional readiness for AfCFTA

implementation.

The CADAST project, implemented by ACBF in partnership with the African Development Bank, supports

African countries in building resilient macroeconomic governance, advancing regional integration, and

accelerating Agenda 2063 through targeted capacity development.

ACBF Launches Africa Export Competitiveness Report in Zimbabwe



On 28 November 2025, ACBF convened a high-level policy dialogue in Harare to launch the Africa Export

Competitiveness (AEC) Report 2024 and engage stakeholders on strategies to boost Zimbabwe’s industrial

and trade performance.

Co-produced by ACBF, Shared Value Africa, and the Institute for Competitiveness India, the report offers a

comparative analysis of export performance across African economies and highlights policy options for

inclusive growth under the AfCFTA.

The launch brought together senior policymakers, private sector leaders, and development partners for a

candid exchange on Zimbabwe’s current export landscape. Key speakers included Sekai Kuvarika, CEO of the

Confederation of Zimbabwe Industries (CZI), and 

Dr. Amit Kapoor, report co-author, shared data-driven insights into regional trends and Zimbabwe’s relative

positioning.

Panelists from ZimTrade, the Zimbabwe National Chamber of Commerce, and the Competition and Tariff

Commission discussed structural challenges, including limited product diversification, regulatory hurdles, and

the need to modernize trade infrastructure. They also explored the country’s untapped strengths, such as its

entrepreneurial base and industrial potential in key value chains.

Participants underscored the importance of gender inclusion, youth engagement, and cross-sector

collaboration in driving export-led growth. The initiative reaffirmed ACBF’s commitment to promoting

evidence-based policymaking and equipping African countries with the tools to compete, scale, and integrate

effectively into global markets.

Second Cohort of Francophone Youth Trained in Multilateral Entrepreneurship



From 26 to 28 November 2025, ACBF and the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) hosted the

second cohort of the "Enterprise Mindset in a Multilateral Environment" training clinic in Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia. 

The program equipped 18 young francophone professionals from 18 countries with key skills to navigate

international organizations, lead projects, and drive innovation across diverse institutional contexts.

The three-day clinic combined experiential learning, institutional immersion, and expert mentorship.

Participants engaged in sessions on leadership, project design, intercultural communication, diplomacy, and

ethical entrepreneurship. They also visited the African Union Commission and UNECA Headquarters and had

an interactive session with a group of ambassadors to experience first-hand the workings of multilateral

systems.

The initiative forms part of the ACBF–OIF strategic partnership to build the next generation of francophone

African leaders ready to shape regional and global agendas. Participants left with tailored project pitches and

strengthened networks to support their professional and civic engagement in multilateral spaces.

Thought Leadership and Collaboration

Using Data to Shape Policy and Drive Reform in Africa's Landlocked Countries

At the "From Data to Policy" session of a national workshop on trade and transport costs in Landlocked

Developing Countries (LLDCs), ACBF joined leading institutions to explore how data can shape policy priorities

and infrastructure decisions. Held on November 6, the second day of the workshop, the session focused on

turning evidence into actionable strategies to strengthen trade corridors, facilitate reforms, and drive

economic integration.



Panelists presented concrete examples of how data has informed decision-making across Africa, while also

addressing challenges such as data gaps, limited institutional capacity, and access to real-time information.

They underscored that reliable data, when linked to institutional ownership and cross-sector collaboration, can

unlock smarter investments and more responsive trade policies.

The session reaffirmed the need to scale up data-driven policymaking across LLDCs, ensuring that transport

and trade strategies are grounded in local realities and aligned with broader development goals such as the

African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and Agenda 2063.

ACBF Gains Observer Status at MOP4, Reinforces Role in Global Tobacco Governance

The African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF) was officially approved as an observer to the Protocol to

Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products during the Fourth Meeting of the Parties (MOP4), held from 24 to 26

November 2025 in Geneva. This recognition strengthens ACBF’s ability to support African countries in tackling

illicit tobacco trade and contribute to global discussions on public health and fiscal governance.

The observer status builds on ACBF’s long-standing commitment to strengthening institutional capacity for

tobacco control. It allows the Foundation to bring African perspectives to the global stage, support cross-

border cooperation, and help shape international frameworks that impact domestic revenue mobilization and

health policy.

The decision came amid growing calls for tougher enforcement, transparency, and collaboration. ACBF’s

engagement will help amplify the continent’s voice in treaty implementation and support data-driven

responses to tobacco illicit trade.

Reimagining Philanthropy's Role in Domestic Resource Mobilization

On 26 November 2025, ACBF Executive Secretary Mamadou Biteye joined a high-level panel during the 3rd

African Philanthropy Day in Paris to explore how philanthropy can support Africa's domestic resource

mobilization efforts. The discussion focused on building trust in public finance, aligning fiscal strategies with

local priorities, and strengthening national systems.

The session, held at the OECD headquarters, featured voices from the ONE Campaign, GK Partners, ACBF, and

the Africa-Europe Foundation. Mr. Biteye called for philanthropic actors to go beyond short-term interventions

and invest in the long-term institutional capacity that enables countries to raise and manage their own

resources effectively.

Speakers shared practical examples such as diaspora financing platforms, digital tax tools, and transparency

measures that promote local ownership and reduce aid dependency. The panel underscored the need for

collaborative approaches that shift philanthropy toward enabling systems that are inclusive, accountable, and

locally anchored.

This dialogue builds on ACBF’s commitment to advancing fiscal sovereignty and strengthening the policy and

institutional foundations for sustainable development across Africa.

ACBF Joins Global Industrial Policy Dialogue at UNIDO GC21 in Riyadh



From 23 to 27 November 2025, the African Capacity Building Foundation participated in the twenty-first

session of the UNIDO General Conference, held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The global gathering brought together

ministers, development experts, and institutional leaders to explore pathways toward inclusive and

sustainable industrial development.

As Africa’s premier institution for capacity building, ACBF seized the opportunity to engage in high-level

conversations on strengthening the continent’s institutional readiness for green industrialisation, digital

transformation, and the expansion of industrial value chains. The Foundation also highlighted the need to

align industrial development policies with capacity priorities under Agenda 2063 and the Sustainable

Development Goals.

ACBF’s participation reaffirmed its commitment to ensuring that Africa’s voice is included in shaping global

development frameworks and that institutional capacity is placed at the heart of industrial strategies.

ACBF Contributes to Dialogue on Capacity Building and Scientific Sovereignty in Chad

On December 1, 2025, ACBF participated in the inaugural meeting, "Capacity Building in Africa: Tools,

Challenges and Convergences," in N'Djamena, Chad. Organized by the French National Research Institute for

Sustainable Development (IRD) and the Francophone University Agency (AUF), the event brought together

researchers, academics, and representatives from African institutions and international organizations.

ACBF contributed to the opening session, focusing on capacity building as a catalyst for development and

scientific sovereignty in Africa, emphasizing the importance of developing local capacities to ensure

autonomous, sustainable development across African countries. 

The Foundation also participated in Panel 1, sharing practical insights on existing capacity-building tools,

innovative approaches, and effective partnerships that have delivered concrete results through institutional

support programs, individual training, and international mobility initiatives.

The dialogue reinforced ACBF's commitment to strengthening Africa's research and academic ecosystem as

a foundation for long-term development and knowledge-based transformation.

ACBF Joins Global Dialogue on Financial Innovation at SupTech Week 2025

Mamadou Biteye, Executive Secretary of the African Capacity Building Foundation, joined global regulators,

innovators, and thought leaders at SupTech Week 2025, held from 8 to 12 December in New York. 

Hosted by the Cambridge SupTech Lab in collaboration with the World Economic Forum, the event focuses on

scaling digital tools for smarter, more inclusive financial supervision.

Through peer roundtables, policy dialogues, and showcases, SupTech Week explores how supervisory

technologies can drive resilience, accountability, and cross-border innovation. ACBF’s participation reflects its

commitment to digital transformation as a pillar of institutional capacity and sustainable development.

Mamadou Biteye, Executive Secretary of the African Capacity Building Foundation, joined global regulators,

innovators, and thought leaders at SupTech Week 2025, held from 8 to 12 December in New York. 

Hosted by the Cambridge SupTech Lab in collaboration with the World Economic Forum, the event focuses on

scaling digital tools for smarter, more inclusive financial supervision.



Through peer roundtables, policy dialogues, and showcases, SupTech Week explores how supervisory

technologies can drive resilience, accountability, and cross-border innovation. ACBF’s participation reflects its

commitment to digital transformation as a pillar of institutional capacity and sustainable development.

Our Picks of the Quarter

ACBF is pleased to announce the release of our new

publication, SME Guide – Unlocking Cash Flow for SMEs:

Factoring as a Finance Solution (Policy Brief, October 2025),

which provides practical insights to help African

enterprises overcome one of their most significant

challenges — access to affordable working capital. The

guide explains how factoring can transform unpaid invoices

into immediate cash, enabling SMEs to improve liquidity,

meet payroll, pay suppliers, and confidently accept new

orders, especially when dealing with large buyers or cross-

border clients where payment delays are common. Despite

its widespread global use, factoring remains underutilized in

Africa due to low awareness, legal gaps, and market

concentration. Yet, emerging digital solutions and the

expanding AfCFTA marketplace present powerful growth

opportunities. The publication highlights how SMEs can

become “factor-ready,” outlines the steps to access

factoring or supplier finance, and points to regional

institutions offering support. As Africa’s trade landscape

evolves — supported by systems like PAPSS and an

increase in open-account transactions — this guide serves

Featured Publication on High Demand — Policy and

Institutional Dimensions of Africa’s Political Economy in an

Age of Globalisation (Occasional Paper No. 27, 2016).

As part of our commitment to balancing timeless

knowledge with cutting-edge insights, we are pleased to

bring back this widely requested publication. The paper

revisits one of ACBF’s most influential analyses on how

African countries have navigated globalisation, examining

why some nations achieved sustained growth while others

remained trapped in cycles of instability, inequality, and

weak institutions. It highlights the critical role of

macroeconomic policy, governance, and the “developmental

state,” drawing lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa and high-

growth regions such as Southeast Asia. With rich case

studies—ranging from Botswana’s success to the

challenges faced by countries like Zimbabwe and the DRC—

the paper underscores that Africa’s economic renaissance

is possible when policies and institutions are aligned with

national realities. Revived by popular demand, this

publication offers enduring insights that remain relevant

today as Africa continues its journey toward inclusive

https://elibrary.acbfpact.org/acbf/collect/acbf/index/assoc/HASH80f1/2719a583/ebca687e/08.dir/SME%20GUIDE%20policy%20brief.pdf
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as a timely resource to help SMEs leverage receivables

finance, strengthen their competitiveness, and unlock new

pathways for growth. 

growth, structural transformation, and strengthened state

capacity under Agenda 2063. 

We are delighted to present the ACBF Annual Report 2024,

Shaping Africa’s Future through Capacity Building and

Innovation, a comprehensive reflection on two years of

transformation, renewed vision, and strengthened action

across the continent. The report captures ACBF’s bold

strides under the 2023–2027 Strategic Plan, highlighting

progress across its four impact areas—Climate Change and

Energy for Productive Use, Agribusiness and Food

Sovereignty, Trade as a Driver of Economic Development,

and Economic and Social Governance—while showcasing

the Foundation’s evolution from a grant-making institution to

a dynamic capacity-building leader through its Institutional

Accelerator Model, Knowledge Management Hub, and

African Capacity Building Academy. With over US$60 million

invested in 12 high-impact programs supported by 10

development partners, ACBF 

has strengthened public institutions, empowered women

and youth, expanded partnerships, and enhanced Africa’s

leadership and governance ecosystem. The report also

highlights major milestones, including the launch of UBORA

Academy, the rollout of flagship programs such as ELG-PFM

and CADAST, and the publication of the first Africa Export

Competitiveness Report, all achieved despite funding

challenges and global shocks. As ACBF prepares for the

mid-term review of its Strategy, the Annual Report

As we move toward 2026, this moment presents a

significant opportunity to revisit one of ACBF’s most

forward-looking and foundational works—African Union

Agenda 2063: Capacity Development Plan Framework,

Which Buttresses the Implementation of the First 10-Year

Plan, published in 2016, almost exactly a decade later. The

publication was produced at a critical moment when Africa

had just adopted Agenda 2063 and urgently needed to

understand the capacities required to turn its 50-year vision

into action. It outlined a bold, multilevel, and

multistakeholder capacity development model anchored in

African ownership, mindset transformation, skills

development, institutional strengthening, and the

emergence of a new generation of African change agents.

The framework identified the essential capacity dimensions

—ranging from critical technical skills and STEM education

to improved governance systems, capacity retention, and an

enabling political economy—that would drive

implementation of the First 10-Year Plan (2014–2023). It

emphasised that 80 per cent of required interventions could

be delivered at national and stakeholder levels, calling on

governments, youth, women, academia, regional bodies, and

the private sector to invest in their own capacity

ecosystems while continental institutions focused on

coordination, advocacy, and confidence-building. Nearly 10

https://elibrary.acbfpact.org/acbf/collect/acbf/index/assoc/HASH0166/2a918115/7b879b86/781e.dir/ACBF%20Annual%20Report%202024%20EN%20digital%20Update.pdf
https://elibrary.acbfpact.org/acbf/collect/acbf/index/assoc/HASH717b/f3c6375e/a5facd38/03.dir/CD%20Plan%20English.pdf


underscores lessons learned, a renewed call for an

Endowment Fund for Capacity Building in Africa, and a

strong commitment from the new Executive Board to

deepen impact, expand reach, and position ACBF as the

trusted partner driving Africa’s journey toward resilience,

self-reliance, and sustainable transformation. 

years later, this publication stands as both a reminder of

Africa’s early ambitions under Agenda 2063 and a

benchmark for evaluating how far the continent has

progressed in building the skills, systems, institutions, and

mindsets needed to achieve “The Africa We Want.” 

Strategic Engagements

MOU signing with the Africa-Europe Foundation MOU signing with the African Forum and Network on

Debt and Development (AFRODAD)

Meeting with H.E. Selma Malika Haddadi,Deputy

Chairperson, African Union Commission

High level engagement at the NIYEL Sligshot

In the News



Pulse of Africa

AUC Pledges Stronger Evidence-Based

Policymaking as Africa Think Tank Summit 2025

Closes in Addis Ababa

Pulse of Africa covered the 11th Africa Think Tank

Summit, highlighting AU Commission Deputy

Chairperson Haddadi’s call for stronger partnerships

with ACBF and other institutions to institutionalize

evidence-based policymaking across the continent.

Ethiopian B Corporation

Ethiopia Hosts Africa Think Tank Summit, Focuses

on Growth

Ethiopian Broadcasting Corporation highlighted the

Summit’s focus on aligning think tank efforts with

Africa’s policy priorities and strengthening

institutional coordination to support implementation

of Agenda 2063. 

Financial Afrik

Financial Afrik reported on ACBF’s presentation of

an institutional capacity assessment that scored

Togo 47.5 out of 100 on readiness to implement and

track AfCFTA commitments, underscoring the need

for strengthened systems.

Bantu Gazette

Africa Urged to Tackle Illicit Tobacco Trade as

Global Treaty Talks Close

Bantu Gazette highlighted ACBF’s new role in global

tobacco governance following its official approval as

an observer to the Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade

in Tobacco Products. The article emphasized how

this status, granted during MOP4 in Geneva, will

strengthen Africa’s voice in global frameworks and

reinforce ACBF’s capacity to support countries in

tackling illicit tobacco flows.

Procurement Announcements: Visit our website for
the latest procurement opportunities.

Job Announcements: Explore exciting
career opportunities at the ACBF.

We would love to hear about the work you are heading, your accomplishments, and impact-driven results. 
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https://www.ebc.et/english/Home/NewsDetails?NewsId=2170
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.financialafrik.com/2025/11/24/mise-en-oeuvre-de-la-zlecaf-lacbf-attribue-un-score-de-475-100-au-togo/&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1765504995489615&usg=AOvVaw3T3mGW8prPgfi1B99aNN6P
https://bantugazette.com/africa-urged-to-tackle-illicit-tobacco-trade-as-global-treaty-talks-close/
https://theacbf.org/join-us/procurement-and-consultancies/
https://theacbf.org/join-us/vacancies/
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